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A Diary 1 
Containing a brief sketch of 
the life of P.W. Deitz, eldest son 
of Wm Deitz, now residing 
in Oneonta Otsego Co. 
N. York. aS written by him 
self 
Sept. 15th 1834 
I was born Jan. the 29th L808, 
in the town of Franklin, Deleware Co. 
now Oneonta, Otsego Co, N. York, 
during infancy or rather the earlyer stages 
of childhood, under parental protec | 
tion, and in the society of a paternal & 
ig maternal Cousin, by the name of 
James Deitz, who was at that 
time a near neighbor and but 
a few months older than myself, 
I reveled in every esquisite enjoyment 


of youthful innocence: for this cous a 
in I entertained particular esteem; | 
his superar agu induced me to rey 
-erence and obey him in eve 
-ry thing his humor might induce 
him to suggest. Day after day during the 
we would eR larly repair to the 2 prepa” Gas eataee 
delightful banks of the enchanting 
Susquehannah and there on its bank, 
in its water, and in the waters of 
a tributary rill, would we bask 
in the indefatigable and varied 
amusements of boyhood. 
Our excursions on hand~---Sleighs etc amid 
the snow and ice of winter were 
not less amusing. These were 
amusements indeed! amusements 
too, unimpregnated by the annoy 
ances of maturer azgu. O! once 
& happy season! thou art gone! "depar 
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-ted never to return" We may 
indeed bring the to mind, but only 


to be perplexéd with the remem 
-brance. Our neighborhood, was not 
,Like many others, blessed with the 
advantages of a school; my ed 
ucation was consequently neg- 
~lected near 5 years, when [I - 
should have been at school. 
Although 1 remember that those 
days passed far more agreeable than 
after times, I am still mortifyed 
with the reflection that they 
might have been employed in the 
acquisition of knowledge or in the 
cultivation of the mind, which 
would have sweetened mature 
age, I have to regret that at 
the age of ten the intelect was 
only 5. Thus 5 years of the best 
of my days for acquiring educa 
~tion was in a manner spent in 
Idleness: that time I have nev 
-er been able to regain conse 


vr 


-quently I find myself 5 years younger i. 

than I realy am | 
I remember that some years 

before I began going school my 

maternal uncle taught me to 

spell quite aptly in monosylables, altho 

I knew not one letter of the 

alphabet; this I esteemed as 

fine sport; till one evening 

finding me asleep on the kitchen 

bed, instead of my own, he amus 

-ed himself by waking me with 

the smoke of burning tow, and 

to heighten my resentment, pester 

-ed me with severl questions & 

commands: among others he 

told me to spell cat, which was 

the first word he had taught 

me to spell: in answer I ob 

-served with some warmth 

that I was not a going to be spel 

ling that word all the time 


But he was inflexable, and conclu 5 
-ded to evade it by leaving the 
house, but before 1! reached the door, 


he caught me by the ears and 


brought me back, and compelled 
me to spell; so that before 1 
retired, I learned two lessions, one 
was to respect my superiors, and 
the other to spell several words. 
A short time after I commen 
-ced going to school in company 
with cousin James, and two 
other neighboring boys: but was 
compelled to abandoned it, incon 
-~sequence of a suden swell of the 
river, which cut of our 
communication with the neigh 
borhood of the school. I atten 
-ded but 3 days: during which 
time I learned the alphabet, and 
secured to myself the names of an 
attentive student, which name 


I have always retained, whenever 
I have made study my business. 
Sometime subsequently, tnere was 
a school gotup in our own neigh 
~borhood; but lasted but 3 or 4 weks 
when the instructress sicened & 
left us. to my no smal egree 

of disappointment, on the account 
an ardent desire for learning, 

I had already began to read and 
spell tolerbly well in words of 
two syllables. I learned readaly 
but forgot almost as soon, so that 
when there was another 

school started I was under the 
necessity of relearning the alpha 
bet. Our next teacher was an 

old gentleman by the name of 

John Jourdun: who remained 

in the district several 

years, under his tuition, I re 
ceived my primary education, 


I being the eldest and at that time 
the only son of a farmer of small 
estate, I was frequently detained from 
school tho unwillingly to assist my father in 
farming affairs. but I made 

such use of the time aloted 

me, that I soon found wyself 

able to read and spell with 

the first classes in school, 

I now began to study the art 

of penmanship; in which I 

was, im my opinion, the awk- 


-wardest of the whole rase of 
mankind, and this I have nev 
~er been able to overcome this 
awkwardness has caused me more 
' punishment in school than 

all other causes combined. 
Time and again have I had 

my ears kuffed but without 
producing any aminds: but 

vice vercs 


When I was twelve years of age 
my father sold his farm and re- 
moved to another about 8 miles dis 
-tant, where we remained 3 years, 
our business was farming in 
summer and lumbering in 
winter; which deprived me al 
-most entirely of school, 

At the age of 15 we returned 
to my native district, wher 
I had the privelege of school 
2 or 3 month in each year, till 
I arrived at the age of 21 years. 
In the spring of 1829 being Free, 
& having a curiosity to see parts 
of the world apart from my na 
-tive place, I engaged as a hand 
to raft down the Susquehanna 
during which route I was acca 
~sionly delighted by the beauti 
~ful and many times roman 
-tic prospectus that bounded our 


visions on either side. At the 

head of a canal, 9 miles from the 
mouth of the river, I fell in with 

an old schoolfellow by the name 

of John Michael: whose company 

was very welcome we both being 

among strangers more than 300 m 

from home. I had never before 

been scarcely out of the circuit of my 
acquaintance, which was very lim | 
-ited, except one trip to Catskill, a 
distance of 75 miles. We mutu 

-ally returned via Philadelphia 

and N. York by which we obtain 

~ed a view of the two most splen 

-ded cities in the U.S.A. and having 
left my friend at N. York I read 

~ed home a bout 5 weeks after 

I had left it, and was received 


by the family with many token 
of kindred respect 
I then formed a copartnership 


with my father, and and re Lo 
-mained with him 24 years, | 
laboring on the farm summers 
and teaching winters, and 
then went to the west on a vis 
~it to a paternal uncle's resid 
~ing in the town of Sodus Wayn 
County. In the adjoining town 
I took a school for the winter 
The spring following I became a 
student of Lyons high school taught 
by TI. Ostrander my studies were 
Algebra & surveying I remainded 
there two months and returned to 
my father, where I remained till 
Sept. and then went to Ham 
ilton According at 
which place I remained 8 
months; my studies were principal Latin 
Geometry & Algebra. I also at 
~tended 3 courses of lectures one on 
Chemistry, another on Astronomy, 


and a third on Orthopy. In nil 
the spring following being desirous 
of abtaining a knowledge of the 
French toung, I proceded to Caze 
“novia and engagued in that study 
at the Oneida conference Semina 
“-ry; still pursuing the study of 
Latin. at the Latter institution 
I remained 3 months, and again 
returned to my fathers. And 
on the 16th of Sept. 1834 I ylelded 
to an inclination, which I had 
long entertained, of visjting the 
TertTory of Michigan. I accor 
-dingly proceded by way of Ham 
ilton thence to Cazenovia at 
at the Latter place I remained 
one day for the purpose of wit- 
-nessing the anual exibition of 
of the students of the Seminary 

For this performance every thing 
was most tastefuly arranged : 


The Methodist church a splen- 
ded & capacious stone building was 
ornamented with the serawings 
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and paintings of the famalede 
partment: together with wreath of Syren 
Leaves & ete and all so elegantly 
arranged as at once to attract 

the tastful eye of every 

observer At the ringing of the J 
2 oclock bell the procession march 
-ed from the Seminary to the 

Church and took their seats 

in order first faculty in 

front second students and the 
spectators in the rear the band 
being seated in the gallery and ac 
tors behind the curtains. Being 
thus arranged they proceeded in 
order first Frayer 2nd 

music 3rd 3 orations and 

thus continuing till there were 

Y orations delivered they were 


tho the production of but little ex 

prience, such as _ 

age would have been proud to 

own An address from W. 

Wright formaly a member 

of that institution, and re 

-~cently a graduate from the 

Weslian Univer 

-sLty at Middletown, with the 

degree of A.B. closed the exer 

~clses of the day but the cham 

pion though dareing in his 

appearance broke before he 

had half finnished and left 

the stage to the no small 

visibility of himself and 

mortification of his friends. 
The day following I proceeded 

by Land to weeds port from there 

by the canal to Buffalo and 

from there to Detroit in a 

steamboat, cold weather 


and rough water made our 
passage over Lake Erie verry tedious but we nev 
-er the LeSs arrived safe at detroit 
within 64 yours of the setting sail 
I sav we because I was in 
company with my sister broth 
er~inLlaw nelce and cousin 
The next day after landing 
at detroit we arrived 
at Mt. Clemens & the day 


13 


14 


subsequently at AdinGren 

-ers. When after traviling 
for several days in this & the 
adjoining Counties in compa 
“ny with Cousin James J. Deitg 
viewing the face of the coun 
-try, my Brother in Law Jean 
der H Bishop and myself re 
-turned to detroit thence we 
went to Ypsilenti 30 miles 
west of Detroit On the route 

I became much elated by a flatter 





“ing account in the public prints of a canal which had 
recently been commenced in Ind for the 
purpose of uniting the head wa 

ters of the Wabash River with the mau 
-nee River and thereby procure direct 
water communication with 

New York as also with New Or 

-leans, this togetner with a syca 
-phantic recommendation of the 
adjacent country excited a cu 

-riosity in me of visiting Ft. 

Wayne one of the principle 

points on the route, the better 

to satisfy myself respecting the 
advantages set forth in that pa 

-per and having also a desire to see the 
parts of Michigan in the vicin 

-~ity of the great Chicago road 

I took a seat in“the stage bound 

for Chicago and proceeded to Stur 

-SeS prairie A point 133 miles 

west of Detroit 


The soil on the route is gen 16 
-erly fertile except a barren 

ridge which the road crosses and 

which I suppose runs through the interior near 
-~ly the whole length of the teri | 
~tory from south to north 

it is indeed pleasing to see 

the many flourishing vill 

-ases that have 1n a manner 

grown up where from years 

ago vas naught but a 

howling wilderness. But the 

greatest curiosity were the ma 

-ny small lakes or ponds which 

appeared the most numerous 

on the most elevated parts 

of our way the waters 

of which were as trans 


-~parent as crystal 


Our journey was not withstand 
unpleasant on account of 
oozy roads and the inclemency 


of the weather Here ill health Lv 
muddy roads, and the idea of trav 
eling more than 60 miles through 

an almost uncultivated region 

apart of the way in particular 

was 56 miles with but one 

intervening dwelling But in 

a few hours finding my health 
improving I cramed my valise 

with such articles as I thought 

most necessary and proceeded, 

at the same time leaving | 

my trunk at Douglasses’ {nn, 

and proceeded, too, on foot as the 
only mode of traveling that 

t could at that crises conven 
~lently adopt. The first 15 
miles, lieing throg inhabited ophings 
and prairies, passed off when ~ | 
compared with the rest of the 

route, quite pleasantly 

These prairies viz, the Mongoque 


~nong, English and pretty prairies 18 
are verry fertile, producing great | 
crops of grain especialy corn. And 
inhabited by an aparently ignorant 
but hardy and honest people 

chiefly I believe emigrated from 
Virginia. About one oclock 

of the second day I arived at 

a house on bushy prairie and 

was informed that the distance 

to the next house was 18 miles 

I set out with good courage not 
-withstanding it was a short 

Nov. afternoon and althe Way 

through a wild uncultivated 

forrest frequently chiefly by Savages 
and wild beasts. The first part 
being through opnings and conse 
-quently good roads flattered me 

with the belief that the velosity 

of my motion would carry me | 
through before dark, but how 


sudly reversed were my feelings Ly. 
when entering the thick forrest 

to find my progress so much 

retarded by mud, already 


had the sun began to approx 

imate the western horison & 

now it is already down and 

now twilight begins to disappear 

but still no signs of an in 

habitant. Till now I could 

shun the mind by pressing my 

way through the bushes but 

the darkness had so increased 

that they were my only guide 

for I knew not when I was in 

the road except I were wading in 

the mud unimpeded by bushes, | 
But still I pressed forward as the 

only alternative knowing that the 

time of Loitering was now past 

and that nothing but una 

-bated perseverence and 


procure the ardent Sought-for 20 
-lodging. Fickle immagination that de 
-deceiver of the sences would often 
paint the cot just by but on 

closer inspection the fancied 

hope had fled. The next 

moment the same creature 

had produced huge auditory or 
visible wild beasts but still 

no beasts were near. In 

this manner I strove I 

Suppose near two hours when 

I beheld a few paces in front 

a something white and found 

on approaching it, to be a 

new Log cabin not more than 

half finished I went to the 

door but could not obtain 
admission, so after walking 

a few times around it I con 

-cluded to pursue my journey 

but had not gone far be 


-~for a tremendous howl of 21 
wolves induced me to retreat 

to the hut and if possible 

to force the door which be 

ing proped at once gave way to 

my determined push, after 

which I quickly reproped the 

the door and then examined 

as well as I could the intrin 
-~sic structure of the house 

which I found to be construc 

-ted after the old Virginia stile 


and lacked=flors chimney 

and indeed every other requi 
-site but an external shell 
the chimney 

part of which was about 

four of five feet high ther 
~fore affording but a poor 
assylum from the voracious 
wolves. There I was sure 
enugh destitute of food bed & 


Fire It was a cold November 22 
night and I said I had no bed 

I might have said no bed : 

but the cold damp ground 

no fire but that which 

was findled by aggravated 
disappointment and no 

-friend but my pistol which 

I held in my hand all 

night long. Now says I to 

my self Deitz prepare thy 

-self for a long night. Being 
thus accoutred I wraped my 
-self in my Loose over coat and 
laid my head on my valise 

and endevearea to forget my 
-self in sleep, the howling hav 
-ing ceased, but could not 

on account of the sever 

-ity of the cold which com 
-pelled me to kindle and 


rekindle the before men- 23 
-tioned fire by almost inces 
-ent exercise. But happy was 

I to find that the confi 

-dence which Deitz had placed 
in my observation, via "pre 
pare thy self for a long night" 
had so epitomized the night 
that it appeared even short 

-er than common In 

the morning I gathered 

up my duds an set off 

again, but ill refreshed 

by the preceeding night's 
entertainment, after--- 

walking about a mile 

and a half I found the 
hospltable cot which I had 

in vain, strove to find the 


night before There I re 
mained three hours or 


more in the mean time 24 
refreshing myself with a 
wedding that is supper & 
breadfast at the same time) 
After which I attempted an 
-other 138 mile heat which be 
ing commenced at an 

earlier hour was comple 

ted beforefsun down That 
night I put up with a man 

by the name of Wicks 

who had many flattering 
stories to relate in regard 
to the neighboring country 
He said that cattle would 
live the. year round on the 
spontaneous productions 

of the country producing 
Beef milk and butter in abun 
dance, he also stated that 
the forrests abounded in 

in open winters 


many bees which produced a 25 
profusion of honey and that 
himself x 3 or 4 others had foiling 
over 30 bee trees in a day 
and that he had just cut 

one that contained more 

than 16 gallons of honey 
Since then I have Learned 

of a tree cut in that neigh 
borhood which produced 30 
gallons, he ended with 

saying that it was a 

land flowing with milk 

and honey, and indeed 

I am half inclined to 

think that as many im 

partial eyes as would care 
-fully examine the eoun 

try would almost be ready 

to agree with Mr. Wicky 

But Like every other Place 

Lt; E6O9, has ate disadvantages 


It 1s not only unhealthy 

but the most of it perhaps pro 
-duces a more valuable crop 

in a state of nature than 

it would 1£ cultivated be 


-ing composed of Marsh, prai 
-ries, Vak barrens and heavy 
timbered Lands it is tolerbly 
well watered and offers perhaps as 
Great advantages to graziers 
AS any territory in the 

kmown world. The tim 

bered lands, situated prin 
-Clpally in the streams of 
water, are, when cultiva 

-ted extremely productive 

the barrens, I ain told, yield 
good wheat and the wet 
prairies many of which 

become dry in summer 

and which, I apprehend might 
be made arable by ditching 


produce grass in super a aT 
-bundence. The principal 
objection is the the preva 
-lance of chills and fevers 

tf was now but twelve miles 
from Ft. Wayne to which 
place I arrived the day fol 
-lowing. This town is situated 
at the conjunction of the riv 
-ers little St. Joseph's and St. 
Mary's which unite and form 
the Maume it, being a Situa 
ted inthe mist tof afarrile 
soll on the canal route 
which will unite, an a 
maner, the Gulf of Mexico 
with Lake Erie, bids far 
to become a place of exten 
~sive business and general no 
-tariety; indeed I am inclined 
to think that the lands in 
the vicinity of the entire 


route of the canal, after 29 
propper culture and con 
-sequently an Lmprovment 

of their healthfulness, will 
be sought often as a part 

of the most valuable 
treasure of our happy Land. 
I was somewhat surprised to 
find the country for the dis 
-tance of a hundred miles 
south of Ft. Wayne still 


in a state of Nature with 

the exception of a few lots of 
land My feelings when proceedin 
through a teritory of this kind 
may be better imagined than 
expressed. In order to form 

a correct idea let one sup 

~pose himself wan 

-dering alone in dréary Nov. weath 
-er, through a howling wil- 
derness, mud under feet, a thick 


cloud of snow over head with 29 
nothing to disturb his Lonely 
musings or awake his meloncholy 
visions but the sudden rustling 
of the neighboring bushes by the timed game 
or the Long hollow yell of the 
voracious owl in the more 
distant forest. The cabins 
along the road were from 6 to LU 
miles asunder the inhabitants 
though ignorant are kind hos~ 
pitable and unsuspecting 

Me morning I called for break 
-fast at a lloosier shanty and 
while in waiting entered in 

-to conversation with a girl 

who appeared to be more loqua 
-cious than any of the rest of 
the family by which I was 
considerably amused. She ob 
-~served that a hay buyer staid 
there the knight before 


A hay buyer said I where has 30 
he been to buy hay's of the neigh 
-~bors, she replyed. By this I was 
pleased thinking that I was about to 
Leave the dismal forest for a 
sittlement but still entertained 
some doubts no such neighbors 
being in sight. But where 
do your neighbors live? I enqui 
-red On the Salinmonys was the 
answer - And how far is that 
O! Only 8 miles! 
The idea of one's having neigh 
bors living 8 miles off : 
was to me something new 

After breakfast, with spirits some 
what animated, I continued my 


course with a ful determination 

to that night, sleep in Winchester 
but was again, deceived either by 
distance or bad roads and 


compelled to travel untill about 31 
8 oclock at night throug mud and 
sometimes water half-knee deep. and 
then put up at a house more than 
a mile from town: the day 
Following brought me to Winches 
-~ter, the county seat of Randolph 
Co. 1t is a small town s;tuated 
near White river near 

the centre of the county and 

may in time be a place of 

some note, but I think 

it will never increase very 
rapidly. After remaining at 

this place a day or two and 
obtaining a seat in a waggon 

bound for Baton Ohio I started 
towards Richmond I.A. we 

put up that night at a Quaker tavern 
in Newport and the next 

day about noon I found my 

self in Richmond the 


largest Town in Wayne Co, and one 39 
one of the big Towns of the state | 
containing probably between 1910) 
and 200U inhabitants 1 remained 

im Richmond but two or three day 
and then took the stage for Centre 
~vill the shire Town of the Last 
mentioned County. This Town 

being situated on the CumberLand 
road, near the centre of the Co, 
in the midst of a fertile soil, 
will, I presume, from its pre sent 
rappidity of improvement , soon, 
become one of the principal Towns 
in the state From Centrevill 

I went to Jacksonsburg Think 

ing of taking a school but being 
disappointed in the size and ap- 
~pearance of the place I took 
dinner and made my exit in 

haste without even making 

my business known ‘Two grocer 


les were all the houses of enter 33 


~tainment, that the place contain 
~ed and they, it being a day set 
a part for horse racing, were 
well stoced with drunken Hos 
-sier custom, the groceryman 
being very busily engaged measur 
-sing by the half pint gill 2 DLS Ga. b 
which then appeared to me rediculous 
I accordingly returned to Gen 
-treville and the ensuing day 
proceeded to Milton a small 

town situated on the West 

ford of white water river 

in the S.\W. corner of the Co. 

The inclemency of the weathey 
«-the beautiful situation of the 
town and the frank open heart 

-ed and affable appearance 

of the citizens together wither 
with a prospect of getting a 
school produced in me a de- 


-~termination to tarry for several Bye 
days at least after remaining a 
few days I found that there was an 
applicant for the school before me 
in consequence of which together 
with the circumstance of a ma 
jority of the trustees present and 
the prior applicant being friend 
Quakers the use: of the house 

was granted to him, conse 

-quently I counted my chance 

as non plus. But by the inter 
-position of a true and in 
~fuential friend my sucsess 

was not thus to be vanquish 

-ed. This friend's name is Rakes 
Allison whose more than Fra 
-ternal kindness I can never 
forget while this mind re 

mains conscious of its own 
exixtence 


He requested me to write an 55 
article and that although they ‘ 
might control the house 

we would have the scho/} 

ars. to which I at first de 

-ilined on the ground of in 

-curing the displeasure of ma 

-ny of the citizens by seting 


up ah opposition, but he still 
insisted by declaring it to 
be the wish of the most of 
the inhabitants on which 1f 
assented and at the expense 
of a sufficient number of 
subscribers he raised a school and 
rented a house but furnished 
it with desks and stove at his 
ovm expense so f£ had tthe 
school and the other teacher 
an almost einpty house 

After teaching one quarter 
the public house was granted 


me, W. Smith having declined 
the use of an emty school house 
not affording an adequate com 
~pensation for his services 


This birth I declined after using it about 


a month and a half 

I now purchased a horse 
and started for Detrot on the 
National road to Indianap 
-olis thence through panville 
Crawfordsville Lovington a 
part of the ground illinois 
prairie, Williamsport 
Lafayette, Logansport, South bend 
& Michigan City of the State of 
I.f. Thence on the Chicago 
road to Detroit, from there 
f crossed over into Canada 
and then went to Mt Clemens 
and Co. seat of Macomb Go. MeT. 
From Milton to Michigan city 
I traveled in company with 


Re Dr. renington 
and A. Small and was ts he 

ed at Knights town by McLane 
Being thus initiated into the 
society of a company of whole 
souled associates itineranty 
and passing through a country 
of continual variagated uti 
ring scenery I moved on 

-ward with never tiring 

zeal and unremitting pleas 
-uree The firtile soil, the 
majestic groves, the placid 
riverlets, the flourishing 
villages, the homely Lot of 
the undaunted Hoosier, 

the little cleared spot and 
the expansive rraries can 
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-not fail to produce in a 
mind of common observa 
tion Sensations at once 
exalted and amusing 


Aminute description of all these 38 
Towns would be tedious and perhaps 
unnecessary on the ground 

of advantageous Locations in the 
most of them which in each is pecul 
Lar to its self and country 

Some the advantages of pub 

-lic roads some of water pow 

-er and others of navigable streams 
and nearly all of them have 

that advantage which is the 

life and allmost indispensible 
requisite of all flourishing 

Towns “viz'! a productive gsoill 

I will, however, give a short 
detail of two or three and first 

of Indianapolis the capital of the 
State of Indiana Its situation 

is where the Cumberland road 
crosses the White water river 

near the centre of the state 


It is a new town and is perhaps BY 
one of the most pleasant in 
the United States and contains 
probably about two thousand 
inhabitants. The only public build 
-ing of note is the State house 
which was not at that time, quite 
completed, it is a splendid buil 
-ding exhibiting a fair sample 
of Hoosier enterprise 

The next town which I shall 
notice is Lafayette the county seat 
of Tipecanoe which is situated 
hear or at the head of steamboat 
navigation on the wabash Riv, 
at the Southern extremity of 
the southern extremity of the 
Wabash and Erie canal not 
yet completed. 


and Eel rivers it is the shire 40 
town of Cass Co. and has a 
-mong other opportunities the 
privelage of Water power 
The next in order is Mich 
-igan city which has its 
site at the head of Michi+ 
~gan Lake & at the mouth of 


Trail creek it is new and 
will probably in time of gen- 
~eral note and extensive track 

From this place I proceeded 
alone to Detroit stoping at 
Sturges prairle and obtaining 
a conveyance for my | 
trunk ete. 

This route with the exce ption 
of the distance from Michigan 
-city to Sturges Prairie I as has 
been Stated I had traveled 
before The morning was 
Pleasant and delightful and ¥ 


sould have proceeded with 41. 
pleasure had it not been for 
parting with my fellow itin 
erants parting with worthy 

and affectionate friends is 
easier conceived than express 
ed be that as it may I took as 
i then supposed a last fare 
well of my friends and trav 
eled alone the Surround 

ing country was beautiful 

and the morning as I before 
stated delightful but 1 Eaz 

in silence on the scenery 
having no one with me to 

whom to communicate 

my feelings I pressed along 
thro thick forrest Opnings 

& prairies etc. undisturbed un 
till about Sundown when 

I was saluted by the whoops 

of two Indian hunters 


whose trail crossed my 4.2 
road but a few rods ahead 

of me This salutation to 
-gether with their warlike ap 
~pearance and the idea of 
having to pass through their 
town at that Late hour 

and being 8 miles from Niles 
the nearest white inhabitants 
on my route and at which 
place I must of necessity 
seek lodgings for the night 
produced sensations of an 
unpleasant fearful nature 

I immediately put spurs to 

my steed which till now had 


been suffered to walk and 
made my way to town 

in haste 

Niles is a flourishing little 
Town pleasantly situated 

on the eastern bank of the 


St. Joseph river in M.T. 43 
The next day brought me 

to white pigeon a small 
town in a prairie of the 
same name, at which 

place I came across an 

old acquaintance 

from N.Y. the next day 

I went to Sturges prairie 

a distance of only 15 miles 
the coldness of the weath 
er made the remainder 

of the way to Detroit 
rather disagreeable 

At Detroit I remained 
several days I however 

in the mean time cross 

-ed the River and there 

in Sandwich (MN.1L) found 

my good friend & Gousin 

J Deitz I next recrossed the 
River and proceeded to 


Mt. Glemens as thence AG 
8 miles North to see Tuy 
friends whose names I have 
before mentioned 1 re 
-mained with them sever 

al months or till some 

time in July in the mean 
time reading, surveying 
farming ete. and then 
returned to my friends 
Diets Yen Heise pentt somet ine 
with relatives residing in 
Lyons Wayn Co. I might 

say something about Love 
matters which transpred 

in that Town but which 
showed no gallantry of 

my own however on at 

least not much I will there 
-fore pass it over in si 


lence only observing that 
the short stay in that 


place was spent oe 
agreeably I then proceeded to 
Oneonta visited a while a 

mong my relatives transacted 

some business and returned 

to Michigan I had 

like to forgotten to mention a little 
Lawsuit I had in Oneonta 

Brought by a merchant 

to recover for a small quan 

-tity of cloth got by my tai 

-lor as he the tailor said for 

my use the truth of which 

is that I had paid for 3 3/8 

yds of broad cloth the quan 

~tity that he said he must 

have to make a coat and pair of pan 
taloons and which was proved 

on the trial by an experi 

enced workman to be a large 

pattern I gained the suit as 

the squash head (the Justice) 


said on the ground of no 46 
privity of contract between 
the merchant & myself 

but throughout the trial 
showed great partiality to- 
wards the plaintiff & had 
the audacity in the plini 
tucte of his goodness and 
should rather Say dam 
-nable hypocracy as he had 
always feigned friendship 
towards, to magnify his 
judgement and say the 
tailor could recover 

This Latter clause was 
evidently diametricaly contrary to the 
testimony even of his own 
wittinesses & in violation 
of the Laws of God & man 
But it was nevertheless 
sufficient to induce 

the tailor to institute 


an other suit before his 47 
supposed holy Judge first 
feeling a lawer who on 


this second trial I found 
had got the advantage 

in pleading and conse 
quently I concluded to pay 
the demand after hav 

ing made him 3 times as 
much cost as his demand 
fhis Little suit I should not 
have mentioned had it not 
in a manner ruled my 

after conduct After hav 
ing been thus entraped by 
a lawer I resolved in my 
own mind that it should 

be the Last time if it 
could be avoOided by obtain 
ing a knowledge of the Law 
I therefore arranged my 
business accordingly and 


made my calculations to pur 
sue the study in connexion 
with other business which 
Was to pursue raising eat 
-tle on the marsh prairie 
near Ft Wayne in Ind, 

I finaly started in compa 
-hy with a young man 

whose former residence was 
in Otsego Go to &oO to the 
southern part of Indiana 

to purchase stock both of 

us expecting to receive funds 
from our parents for that 
purpose, we each took a school 
in waiting the expected as 
-sistance for which we had 
written with the Greatest 
confidence but our Plan 
appearing to them chimerical 
did not meet with the ex 
pected patronage this unex- 


pected response to my letter 
and that to from a father 
whom. I had faithfully served 


during minority and whom I had treated 


with every filial respect due 

from a son to a Parent and 

had never received any thing 

in turn but an humble 

support while with him 

and then turned pennyless up 

“on a merci.less world to 

sink or swim perhap or 

die very naturally excited my Irish 
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blood and was at first read 
with no small degree of 
regret & indignation but 

£ consoled my as I 

do in all cases of adversity 
with a quotation from Pope 
“Whatever is, is right" 

or "Tis all for the best’! 
The letter he sent me 


that 1 would meet him 

in Michigan the Yune fol 
-lowing which request made 
it necessary for me to answer 
his letter which I did in a 
very brief manner of per 
-haps half a dozen Lines tale 
-~ing that mode of expressing 
my displeasure at being disa 
pointed as I had before been 
in the habit of writing 

long letters 

Being thus frustrated in 

my plan I resolved to turn 
my whole attention to the 
study of the law, and 
accordingly entered the 
office of M.M, Ray March 
13th 1835 and pursued the 
study with unabated assidn 
~ity untill the Latter part 
of July when I was attacked 


with a severe fit of the bill 
ius fever by which I was 
duly confined for 3% or 4 weeks 
and was unable to 

pursue my studies for 
hearly two months 

This attack reduced me 
SO low and the contem 
“parary cases having 
many of them proved 
fatal I for a time 
almost dispaired of 
recovery which opinion 

1 afterwards Learned 
corresponded with that 
of my rhysician Calvin 
West a native of Oneida 
Co. N.Y. who perceiving 
my danger had me imme 
diately removed to his 
own house 
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